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Explain Writing Prompts
with Specific Exemplars



e-asiTle :

Good friends
Think about friendship. Write to explain to your reader
what being a good friend means.

Find four specific exemplars attached.



Prompt 15; Good friends
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Ideas R1-R6 R2 A few simple ideas.

Structure and language R1-RG R1 Structural and language features of explanation not
present/undeveloped.

Organisation Ri-R7 R1 Very short text.

Vocabulary R1-R6 R1 A small range of personal, everyday words.

Sentence structure R1-R6 R1 Onfe Iorjg sentence in which simple units of meaning are joined
by ‘and’.

Punctuation R1-R7 R1 One full stop at end of writing.
A few personal/sight words are correct. Unfamiliar words are

Spelling R1-R6 R2 attempted using phoneme-grapheme relationships (pepall

[people], sowey [sorry]).




Prompt 15: Good friends

Exemplar 2:

Brooklyn
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ELEMENT | RUBRIC | RUBRIC | . L L
- | RANGE . |  CATEGORY ,COMMENTS o o .
Ideas R1-R6 R3 Many simple, unelaborated ideas.
Structure and language R1-R6 R2 The gpemng s?ntence mtroquces the topic. The rest of the text
provides a series of supporting examples.
Organisation R1-R7 R2 lf:{eas are not de?llbt.arate[y grogped, but are presented in a list-
like manner. This gives the writing some coherence.
Vocabulary R1-R6 R2 A wide range of simple, everyday words and phrases.
Sentence structure R1-R6 R2 Sentence§ ‘are correct and have simple extension. The structures
are repetitive.
Low R4. Correct use of sentence punctuation. Experiments with
Punctuation R1-R7 R4 capitals for proper nouns (incorrect in Happy Birthday and Boy;
correct in Brooklyn).
Spells a range of high-frequency words correctly (although
Spelling R1-R6 R3 consistently uses hem for ‘him’). Approximations show

knowledge of phoneme—grapheme relationships (e.g., toks
[talks], tradol [trouble]).




Prompt 15: Good friends

Exemplar 3:  The ultimate friend
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Ideas R1-R6 R4 through references to the wider world {e.g., US Navy Seal) and
values {careing and sharing).
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Text consists of one sentence which has multiple, list-like
Sentence structure R1-R6 R3 phrases. Linking of phrases within the sentence is effective and
enables the reader to follow meaning.

Sentence punctuation is correct. Other correct use includes
Punctuation R1-R7 RS parentheses, commas for lists and capital letters for proper
nouns.

Most high-frequency and some difficult words are spelt correctly
Spelling R1-R6 RS (difficult words include guard, wrestling, martial, ultimate).
Errors in eingneer, merchindise and careing.




Prompt 15: Good friends

Exemplar 4.  Values and virtues
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Prompt 15:

Exemplar 4:

Good friends

Values and virtues

ELEMENT

'RUBRIC
_RANGE

RUBRIC
_CATEGORY |

COMMENTS

Ideas

R1-R6

R5

Ideas go beyond the writer's immediate world, through
consideration of abstract qualities such as respect and
honesty. Ideas are elaborated.

Structure and language

R1-R6

R5

Opening statement introduces the topic and attracts
reader’s attention. Body shows some development, with
information and examples to support main points. There is a
short conclusion that rounds off the writing. Language
features are appropriate: timeless present tense (Being a
good friend is something no one finds easy) and a reasoned
and authoritative tone. Use of second person pronoun ‘you’
helps to establish a connection with the reader and the
universal experience of friendship.

Organisation

R1-R7

RS

Text is coherent. Experiments with a mix of paragraphing
and numbered points.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R5

Uses a variety of precise, academic and subject-specific
words (respect, honesty, personality, culture, virtues). Use of
everyday language causes some jarring (most kindest/like |
do to them).

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R5

The majority of sentences are correct. Sentences are mostly
controlled, and show variety in structure.

Punctuation

R1-R7

R6

Uses punctuation effectively to assist reader. Most sentence
punctuation is correct. Other correct use includes commas
for lists and clauses, and colons. Apostrophes are missing or
used incorrectly for both contractions and possession.

Spelling

R1-R6

R5

Spells with few errors and includes some more difficult
words {virtues, religion). Some errors in commonly misspelt
words (there/they’re/their).




A community facility
Think of a facility your community needs. Write to
explain to your reader why this facility is needed.

Find three specific exemplars attached.



Prompt 16: A community facility

A hall

Exemplar 1:
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Ideas R1-R6 R4 Ideas are relevant anfj begin to shovs'/ some reference to wider
world {e.g., community values, loneliness).
No introduction or conclusion. Body has some supporting

Structure and language R1-R6 R2 examplgs. Sorr.xe appropnatet language fe.atures (e.g., words ‘
expressing logical relationships between ideas — because, so, if,
also}.

L. There is some attempt to group ideas {e.g., making friends and
(o} R1- R L . .
rganisation R7 3 bringing the community together). The text is coherent.

Vocabulary R1-R6 R3 Uses mostly faveryday worfjs and phrases (e.g.., someone to
count on), with a few precise words (communicate, lonely).
Some sentences are correct, and these show variety in structure.

Sentence structure R1-R6 R3 Errors in sentences sometimes interfere with meaning (e.g.,
subject—verb agreement, noun—pronoun referencing).
Low R4. Most sentences are punctuated correctly (full stops and

Punctuation R1-R7 R4 capital letters). Correct use of capital letters to indicate a proper
noun {(New Zealand).
Spells a wide range of high-frequency words correctly, including

Spelling R1-R6 R4 there/their. Spells one or two more difficult words correctly

(e.g., communicate).




Prompt 16: A community facility

A sports stadium

Exemplar 2:
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Ideas

R1-R6

R4

Several ideas with some elaboration. |deas begin to generalise
beyond the personal world of the writer {bring the community
together, provide jobs for people).

Structure and language

R1-R6

R5

Text has an introduction, body and conclusion, although not all
are developed. Uses persuasive language to add weight to
explanation. Uses words to express logical relationships
between ideas (if, because, also). Maintains a reasoned tone.

Organisation

R1-R7

R4

Text has cohesion and shows control over sequencing of ideas,
but there is no attempt to use paragraphs.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R4

Uses context-specific words to add information (stadium,
preyform [perform), galas).

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R4

Sentences show variety and are mostly correct. There is an
attempt to use more sophisticated structures for effect (Not
only ... ). Incorrect use of the conjunction ‘because’ to start a
sentence (Because at the moment ...).

Punctuation

R1~-R7

R5

Sentence punctuation is correct, with one or two minor errors.
Also uses commas for lists and to mark clauses, and experiments
with exclamation marks.

Spelling

R1-R6

R5

A wide range of high-frequency words is spelt correctly. Some
inconsistencies with common spelling rules (e.g., plural ending —
ies). Some difficult words are spelt correctly (stadium, concerts,
galas, community).




Prompt 16: A community facility

Exemplar 3:  Youth gym
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Transcript:

| think that Whangarei needs a gym made just for youth. it should be
located somewhere central e.g. Bank Street. It is needed because
people under the age of 16 are not allowed to go and work out at the
Whangarei Gym. The council should pay for this and all the proceeds
from the memberships at the gym should go towards helping the
council fund other projects. The benefits of this is that the council will
have more money {(eventually), there will be less teens hanging
around and possibly vandalising property and it gives our youth a
chance to stay fit and healthy.

The council will be able to gain a lot of money through this gym
because by the time all of the equipment is payed off then all the
money that they earn goes straight to them to put towards other
projects that may need help funding, such as more motor-ways to
help trafic flow faster after work hours. In this way | think it will be
much better for the council to take money from the gym rather than
tax payers.

There will be a lot less teenaged people just hanging around town or
in the streets. Instead of just hanging around or vandalising property
they could be at the gym. Which, 1 think will benefit a lot of people,
not only the peoples property. It also gives teens somewhere to go to
stay fit, build muscle or just something to do with friends. Instead of
having fat lazy youth hanging around they could go to the gym to lose
weight.

In conclusion | think that building a new gym specificly for youths is a
great idea, not does it benefit them but it also benefits a wide range
of people within the community and can help the council to fund new
stuff. And who doesn’t like that. i




Prompt 16:

Exemplar 3:

A community facility

Youth gym

ELEMENT

| RUBRIC
| RANGE

| RUBRIC.

CATEGORY

COMMENTS

ldeas

R1-R6

R6

The main idea is focused and elaborated. Complex issues are
raised {vandalism, community values).

Structure and language

R1-R6

R5

Opening paragraph introduces the topic and the main
supporting points. These are developed through the text,
and summarised in the conclusion. Elements of persuasion
are used to meet the overall purpose of explanation. The
tone is mostly reasoned (use of the smiley face symbol at the
end of the text is inappropriate).

Organisation

R1-R7

R6

Paragraphs support the development of the text. Each
paragraph introduces one of the main supporting ideas
(making money for the community, fewer teens on the
street, health benefits) and develops it with supporting
detail. Linking words clarify the relationship between ideas
and between paragraphs (e.g., In conclusion).

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R5

Uses a variety of precise, academic words (located, proceeds,
benefits, specificly). Use of everyday words causes some
jarring (fat lazy youth).

Sentence structure

R1-R6

RS

Sentences show variety and most are controlled, with use of
some sophisticated structures (e.g., not only ... but also}.
Some use of sentences for effect {e.g., And who doesn’t like
that). Minor error in subject—verb agreement (benefits/is)
and tense (all they money that they earn goes).

Punctuation

R1-R7

R6

Sentence punctuation is mostly correct in a longer text.
Errors include an incomplete sentence (Which ! think ...) and
a comma used to join two sentences {great idea, not only).
Other correct punctuation includes parentheses, commas for
lists and phrases, a contraction (doesn’t) and capital letters
for proper nouns.

Spelling

R1-R6

R5

Spelis high-frequency words correctly. Correct difficult words
include eventually, equipment, vandalising, muscle. Incorrect
words are payed, trafic, specificly.




e-asiTle -

Caring for planet Earth

Write to describe one environmental problem and
explain what people do to reduce its impact on the
planet.

Find four specific exemplars attached.



Prompt 8: Caring for planet Earth

Exemplar 1.  The Erfeh
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Transcript/possible interpretation:

The Earth is a fragile planet thats why we need to take care of it un
fortunately there are people who make the [pollution] worse but
there is people who make it better and they do stuff like recycling
plastic using it for things around the house such as bin liners home
made [kites] and [.....] broken window then bad things like burning it
and letting it fly away and then there’s the Government doing [.....] is
going good

ELEMENT

| RUBRIC
| RANGE

RUBRIC |
| catEGoRy | COMMENTS

ldeas

R1-R6

R3

Ideas are related to the topic, with some simple elaboration
(e.g., ways of using recycled plastic around the house).
Introduces but does not develop the idea of ‘government’.

Structure and language

R1-R6

R3

Simple but effective introduction. Body has some supporting
examples. Uses simple present tense throughout, with some
action verbs (taek ker [take care], Brning [burning]) and
appropriate linking words (thats wy [that’s why], an fornehle
[unfortunately]). The tone is mostly appropriate, with minor
lapses {e.g., use of the informal expression do saFF [do stuff]).

Organisation

R1-R7

R2

Some attempt to group ideas (e.g., good things/bad things). Text
has some coherence.

Vocabulary

Ri-R6

R3

A small number of precise words are used (Reyslekling
[recycling], Ben lienrs [bin liners], flie awaey [fly away]), along
with everyday words. Uses an adjective (frahiel [fragile]) to add
detail.

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R3

Low R3. Correct sentences in the first part of the writing show
some variety. Sentences begin to run on towards the end of the
text; other sentences contain errors such as subject-verb
agreement (ther is pepel [there is people]).

Punctuation

R1-R7

R1

Punctuation is not used. Apparent full stops are actually dots for
the letter i’ on the line below.

Spelling

R1-R6

R2

A small number of high-frequency words are spelt correctly (the,
is, but, then, and, like}. Other words are attempted using
phoneme—grapheme relationships (erfeh, reyslekling, pepel).
Some words have all the correct letters, but in the wrong order
(hosue, taek).




Prompt 8: Caring for planet Earth

Exemplar 2:  Caged chickens
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Prompt 8:

Exemplar 2:

Caring for planet Earth

Caged chickens

ELEMENT

| RUBRIC
| RANGE

RUBRIC
CATEGORY

COMMENTS

Ideas

R1-R6

R4

ldeas are relevant and show some complexity by extending
beyond the writer’s immediate world (And if the government
could build them). There is also an implied idea that humans
are responsible for the problem. Ideas have some
elaborating details (e.g., some advice is given about what
people could do to stop the problem).

Structure and language

R1-R6

R3

The overall effect is to persuade rather than to explain.
There is a brief introduction to the topic in which the
problem and reasons for it are identified, and a concluding
sentence that draws the writing to a close. Linking words,
including conjunctions, are used to show connections
between ideas (because, where as, As for the). There is some
use of the passive voice (the cages are stacked), and one
instance of nominalisation (chickens that live in cages/caged
chickens). The tone is sometimes familiar/subjective rather
than objective and reasoned (dont even tast nice; And about
your health; Do nat Buy caged eggs or chickens; use of
capitals for emphasis in STRAW and THICK).

Organisation

R1-R7

RS

Paragraphs are used. Ideas are grouped logically and ideas
within paragraphs flow. Paragraphs are isolated rather than
linked from one to the next.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

RS

Technical and academic vocabulary is used to add
information (Caged, A4 piece of paper, grain or barley,
nutience, cholestrol, satcharated). Descriptive phrases add
precision {at least six cages high; @ maximum amount
allowed).

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R4

Low R4, Correct sentences show variety in structure and
length. Attempts at sophisticated structures are not entirely
successful {e.g., The chickens that live in cages, eggs don’t
even tast nice; the chickens are supposed to be used for
laying eggs & not acting like pets). Pronoun referencing
within sentences is sometimes incorrect {Most of the eggs ...
they ...).

Punctuation

R1-R7

R4

Most sentences start with a capital and end with a full stop.
One correct use of a comma for phrasing (As for the free
range chickens, in the winter...). Two correct contractions.

Spelling

R1-R6

R4

Spells a wide range of high-frequency words correctly. Some
difficult words are spelt correctly (torture, maximum).
Attempts at difficult words show knowledge of morphemes
(e.g, the suffixes ‘ment’ and ‘ly’ in enviroment and proberly).




Prompt 8: Caring for planet Earth

Exemplar 3:  Plastic bags
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Prompt 8:

Exemplar 3:

Caring for planet Earth

Plastic bags

CELEMENT

| RUBRIC
RANGE f

RUBRIC |
CATEGORY. |

_COMMENTS

Ideas

R1-R6

R6

Ideas are complex and explore issues outside the writer’s
immediate world (the relationship between environmental,
economic and social systems). There is evidence of reflection
(/ feel a better solution ...). Elaboration is provided through
examples and evidence to support points. Main idea is
focused.

Structure and language

R1-R6

R5

Effective introduction, which defines key terms. Conclusion
is under-developed. Text meets the purpose of the prompt.
Language features are appropriate: present tense, some use
of passive voice {plastic bags are used), and conjunctions to
express logical relationships (so, because). A reasoned tone
is maintained. However, use of a smiley face symbol to end
the text is inappropriate.

Organisation

R1-R7

R4

ldeas are grouped and use of linking words across text allows
text to flow logically. No attempt to use paragraphs;
however, the reader has a sense of where these begin and
end.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R5

Uses subject-specific words and some academic words
(decreases, produced) appropriately to achieve the prompt
purpose. Some words are used incorrectly (unneeded; over
again).

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R5

Sentences are mostly controlled and show variation in
structure. One sentence is incomplete (missing verb in
sentence beginning These problems such as ...).

Punctuation

R1-R7

R4

Sentence punctuation is mostly correct. Correct use of a
comma in a list. Does not have the experimentation with
complex punctuation that is required for category R5.

Spelling

R1-R6

R6

No errors. Spells a range of difficult words correctly
(pollution, effective, decompose).




Prompt 8: Caring for planet Earth

Exemplar4: When you use power
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Prompt 8:

Exemplar 4:

Caring for planet Earth

When you use power

ELEMENT

'RUBRIC
| RANGE

RUBRIC [ covments

'CATEGORY:

ldeas

R1-R6

R6

Ideas are deliberately selected to engage and influence the
reader and are focused and elaborated. Complex issues are
raised (e.g., the effects of rises in sea level). Text has a sense
of authority.

Structure and language

R1-R6

R5

Effective introduction that attracts the reader’s attention
and focuses on the main idea of the text. Text meets the
purpose of the prompt. Language features are appropriate:
present tense; words that provide links between ideas
(therefore, because); active verbs (flood, rise, swim). Uses an
emotive tone to emphasise the severity of the
environmental problem.

Organisation

R1-R7

R6

Paragraphs are developed with appropriate supporting
information and have clear topic sentences. Changes to the
order of ideas/paragraphs (i.e., swapping paragraphs two
and three) would enhance the coherence of the text.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R6

Vocabulary is deliberately chosen to create precise images
(glistening, crashing) and mood (cold, dark water). Some
academic and technical vocabulary is also used, as
appropriate for curriculum context and prompt purpose
(predicting, reduce, greenhouse gases). Repetition of
‘walking’ in final paragraph is jarring.

Sentence structure

R1-R6

RS

Sentence structures and lengths are varied and some are
used for effect (e.g., questions to introduce text and engage
the reader). Sentences show developing sophistication and
control, although experimentation with structure is not
wholly successful (e.g., the sentence beginning Animals can’t
walk on the ice ...).

Punctuation

R1-R7

R6

Sentence punctuation is mostly correct (one missing capital
letter). A range of other punctuation is also used correctly
(commas for lists and phrases, question marks, an
apostrophe for contraction, and hyphens). Use of
apostrophes and commas is inconsistent. Capital letters are
used incorrectly for Global Warming and Greenhouse Gases.
On balance, category R6.

Spelling

R1-R6

R6

Text contains one or two minor spelling errors {evovied, of,
relesing). A range of difficult words is spelt correctly
(glistening, appliances, predicting, incredibly).




| e-asliTle -

A special place in the community

Think about the places that are special to your
community. Choose one of these places. Write to
explain to your reader why this place is special.

Find three specific exemplars attached.



Prompt 14: A special place in the community

Exemplar 1.

Carvan parck
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ELEMENT MRt | | o :
el | RaNGE | caTeGORY | COMMENTS

Ideas R1-R6 R3 Text ha?s one idea with some basic ela.boratuon. The elaboration
is provided through explanatory detail.
The opening statement provides a brief orientation to the topic.

Structure and language R1-R6 R2 Uses a conjunction (because) appropriate to purpose (to
explain).

Organisation RI-R7 R2 High R2. Text has coherence. Ideas in the first sentence are
sequenced logically.
A small range of everyday words from personal vocabulary, with

Vocabulary R1-R6 R2 a few topic-related words (earfkrac [earthquake], carvan
[caravan]).

is brief . :

Sentence structure R1-R6 R2 Text is brlle but contains a correct complex sentence and a
correct simple sentence.

Punctuation R1-R7 R2 Some correct use of sentence punctuation in a short text. Some
experimentation with contractions (it’s, didt’).
A number of personal and high-frequency words are spelt

Spelling R1-R6 R2 correctly. Attempts at more difficult words use phoneme~

grapheme relationships (bzey, earfkrac).




Prompt 14: A special place in the community

Exemplar2: A library
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ELEMENT.

_RUBRIC
RANGE

RUBRIC

CATEGORY |

_COMMENTS

Ideas

R1-R6

R4

The text has several ideas with some elaboration. Ideas are
beginning to show complexity through relation to the wider
world (parents encouraging their children to go to the library).

Structure and language

R1-R6

R4

Text has a brief introduction and conclusion. The body shows
some development, with supporting details and examples.
Language features are appropriate to the purpose (to explain):
use of present tense, active verbs (read, research, incorge), and
linking words showing cause and effect (because if...). The
familiar tone is sometimes distracting (or whatever you think;
way more than that; kids).

Organisation

R1-R7

R5

Paragraphs show some focus and there is an attempt to use
them appropriately for the prompt (new paragraph for each
idea). One paragraph is not marked (/ts also good to have a
library so perints can...). Text is coherent.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R3

Text consists of mostly everyday words. A small number of
precise, technical and academic words are used to provide detail
(research, experiments, incorge [encourage}).

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R4

Low R4. Correct sentences are extended and begin to show
variety in structure. Other sentences have errors such as
subject—verb agreement (because if their was no librarys) and
missing or repeated words.

Punctuation

R1-R7

R5

Sentence punctuation is correct {one run-on sentence ‘... What
kids do ... its way more than that ..."). Uses commas for lists and
also uses a comma correctly for phrasing. Misses the apostrophe
to show contraction in its. Apparent random capitals (e.g.,
Week, Community) may be due to handwriting style. On
balance, low R5.

Spelling

R1-R6

R4

Most high-frequency words are correct. Achieves close
approximations of more difficult words. Some error is due to
over-generalisation (e.g., of the ending -ent in importent,
wouldent).




Prompt 14: A special place in the community

Exemplar 3:

Waitangirua Mall
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ELEMENT

| RUBRIC
| RANGE

RUBRIC

CATEGORY |

(COMMENTS

Ideas

R1-R6

R4

ideas are relevant and begin to show some complexity, through
reference to the wider world and general principles (e.g.,
prevention of unsafe driving).

Structure and language

R1-R6

R4

introduction and body are developed. Includes appropriate
language features: present tense, conjunctions expressing causal
relationships {If we did not have the Waitangarua Mall...). The
tone is reasoned, although rather informal (e.g., reckon/kids).

Organisation

R1-R7

R4

High R4. Intended paragraphs are difficult to distinguish, due to
layout (new paragraphs not indented). Text is coherent.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R4

A variety of precise, academic words appropriate to the topic
(surrounded, distraction), with everyday words and phrases
(kids, brilliant, have a good time). Some error in word form,
caused by over-generalisation (regretfull).

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R4

Most sentences are correct. Sentence structures are varied but
not consistently controlied. Errors include noun—pronoun
referencing (e.g., In my community it’s surrounded — unclear
what it’s refers to) and incorrect prepositions (e.g., a distraction
to [for] them).

Punctuation

R1-R7

R5

Sentence punctuation is correct. Other correct punctuation
includes commas (for clauses, lists and phrasing) and
parentheses. Inconsistencies and errors in contractions (its,
your’e, thats).

Spelling

R1-R6

R5

High R5. High-frequency words are spelt correctly. Some difficult
words are spelt correctly (distraction, especially, surrounded).
Text does not have the range of difficult words needed for a
category R6.




